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uring the Great
Depression, a group
of women from the
Dallas Southern
Memorial Association
raised $50,000 to
commission a statue

of Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee astride
his horse, Traveller, by renowned Canadian
sculptor Alexander Phimster Procter. The
monument includes a young soldier, also
on horseback, representing all the soldiers
who fought under Lee’s command.

Equestrian statues have commemorat-
ed military leaders since the days of
ancient Rome. Lee’s depiction on horse-
back may have had more to do with his
affection for Traveller than with the general’s
military leadership.

“If I was an artist like you,” Lee once
wrote to a relative who wanted to paint a
portrait of the horse, “I would draw a true
picture of Traveller, representing his fine
proportions, muscular figure, deep chest,
short back, strong haunches, flat legs,
small head, broad forehead, delicate ears,
quick eye, small feet and black mane and
tail. Such a picture would inspire a poet,
whose genius could then depict his worth,
and describe his endurance of toil, hunger,
thirst, heat and cold, and the dangers and
suffering through which he passed.”

Traveller outlived Lee, marching at his
funeral with the general’s boots reversed
in his stirrups.

To capture the general’s likeness,
Procter studied thousands of photographs
of Lee, his original Confederate uniform

and measurements taken of Lee’s face.
The young soldier’s face is a composite
Procter made after viewing several hun-
dred photos of southern soldiers.

The monument sits on a base of pink
Texas granite designed by Dallas architect
Mark Lemmon, who later drew up plans
for Arlington Hall.

The commission cost $12,000 more
than the Dallas Park Board spent on the
land for Oak Lawn Park just three
decades before.

Nearly 15,000 people gathered around
the statue that June day to welcome a
wildly popular President Franklin
Roosevelt as he arrived to dedicate the
memorial. He had just opened the Texas
Centennial at Fair Park, speaking to a
national radio audience in the presence of
50,000 spectators at the Cotton Bowl.
Because he wore heavy leg braces, a spe-
cial ramp was constructed to accommo-
date Roosevelt’s open-top car, which also
carried his wife, Eleanor, as well as Texas
Gov. James V. Allred and Dallas Mayor
George Sargeant.

In a simple ceremony, Lee’s grandson,
Dr. George Bolling Lee, spoke briefly, as
well as several other dignitaries.

Roosevelt shook hands with W.H. Wells,
a veteran of Lee’s army 71 years earlier.

Finally, Lee’s great-grandson, Robert E.
Lee IV, handed a ribbon attached to the
cover to Mr. Roosevelt. Saying Lee was
not only a great leader and a great general
but also “one of our greatest American
gentlemen,” the president unveiled
the monument.

A GRAND PLAN
The people who live and work near

Lee Park have George Kessler to thank

for making it a Dallas gem.
The renowned landscape architect

and city planner was summoned to
Dallas in 1910 to turn a sprawling
boomtown into a modern metropolis.

The “Kessler Plan” would tame the
Trinity River, re-route the tangled web
of railway lines choking downtown and
establish a “unified” passenger station
and adjacent plaza, and straighten and
standardize the city’s chaotic streets.

Because Dallas’ 92,000 residents
had only 150 acres of parks and play-
grounds — mostly at Fair Park (which
Kessler also designed) he recommend-
ed a system of parkways and boule-
vards, and directed that they linked to
parks and playgrounds.Of his detailed
beautification programs along the
town’s two main watercourses — Mill
Creek and Turtle Creek — only the
latter one, with its Oak Lawn Park,
was implemented.

Today, Lee Park is the crown jewel of
the Turtle Creek neighborhood and an
enduring testament to a gifted, prag-
matic visionary whose appreciation for
public green spaces gave Dallas one of
its finest assets.

A monumental presence
LEE PARK BECAME PART OF DALLAS HISTORY ON JUNE 12, 1936
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